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THE  PARK 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  in  Stephenson 
County,  6  miles  south  of  the  Illinois-Wisconsin 
state  line  and  3  miles  north  of  Lena,  Illinois. 
The  715-acre  park's  prominent  feature  is  the 
lake,  along  with  a  variety  of  recreational  acti¬ 
vities.  Land  acquisition  began  in  1948;  the  park 
was  dedicated  in  1958. 

The  name,  Le-Aqua-Na,  is  derived  from  the 
nearby  town  of  Lena  and  aqua,  the  Latin  word 
for  water.  The  Stephenson  County  Sportsman's 
Club,  one  of  the  various  groups  sponsoring  the 
park,  conducted  the  contest  that  resulted  in 
naming  the  park. 


THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park  is  situated  on  the 
glaciated  plain  adjacent  to  the  unglaciated  area 
of  northwestern  Illinois  which  includes  Apple 
River  Canyon  State  Park. 


Le-Aqua-Na  is  not  the  first  lake  in  the  vicinity. 
According  to  findings  made  by  the  Illinois  State 
Geological  Survey,  there  was  a  small  glacial  lake 
in  the  valley  of  Waddams  Creek,  the  principal 
source  of  the  present  lake's  water,  about  20,- 
000  years  ago.  Only  a  few  scattered  deposits  of 
silt  and  gravel  in  the  valley  indicate  the  location 
of  the  former  lake,  which  was  formed  by  the 
damming  of  the  creek  by  glacial  ice  a  few  miles 
to  the  east. 

Roadcuts  near  the  park  entrance  and  to  the 
north  of  it  contain  excellent  examples  of  glacial 
till  with  many  varieties  of  igneous  rocks  foreign 
to  Illinois.  Their  source  is  probably  Wisconsin, 
Michigan  or  Canada. 

The  area  has  retained  much  of  its  original 
beauty  and  natural  interest  with  an  abundant 
tree  population  of  oak,  hickory,  walnut,  butter¬ 
nut  and  other  hardwoods  along  with  large  tracts 
of  pine  plantation.  Wild  flowers  are  prevalent, 
particularly  in  the  spring.  All  small  animals 
common  in  northern  Illinois  live  in  the  park. 


Deer  are  frequently  sighted,  but  the  unique 
mammal  found  in  the  park  is  the  badger. 


THE  LAKE 

In  1955,  the  Illinois  park  system  added  7  new 
areas  formerly  under  the  Division  of  Fisheries 
as  part  of  a  state-wide  lake  development  pro¬ 
gram.  One  of  these  was  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  where 
construction  was  started  on  a  43-acre  lake  and 
completed  early  in  1956.  The  lake  ranges  from 
450  to  650  feet  in  width  and  drains  over  2,000 
acres.  The  maximum  depth  is  26  feet  with  over 
a  mile  of  shoreline.  While  swimming  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  a  public  pool  is  available  in  the  village  of 
Lena. 


HISTORY 

Black  Hawk  War:  Three  engagements  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  occurred  within  a  few  miles 
from  the  park  and  a  minor  skirmish  touched 
the  present  area  of  the  park. 


White  settlers  in  northern  Illinois  were  losing 
horses  to  roving  bands  of  Indians  during  the 
war.  On  June  18,  1832,  rangers  under  Captain 
J.W.  Stephenson,  son  of  Colonel  Benjamin 
Stephenson  after  whom  the  county  is  named, 
started  out  from  Galena  to  recover  some  40 
stolen  horses.  At  this  time  of  the  year  the 
prairie  grass  was  high  and  they  soon  found  the 
Indian  trail. 


Near  Waddams  Grove  they  caught  sight  of  the 
Indians  and  chased  them  across  the  creek  where 
Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  now  lies.  About  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  the  park,  Stephen¬ 
son's  men  caught  up  with  the  Indians,  who  hid 
in  the  underbrush. 

The  rangers  dismounted  and  Stephenson  and  a 
dozen  men  charged  the  thicket  several  times. 
Three  men  were  killed  and  Captain  Stephenson 
so  severely  wounded  that  the  siege  was  aban¬ 
doned. 

BLACK  HAWK  RETREATS:  Two  more  en¬ 
gagements  were  fought  in  June  about  a  dozen 
miles  southwest  of  the  park  at  Kellogg's  Grove. 

Before  troop  reinforcements  came  from  Dixon, 
the  Indians  withdrew,  returning  to  the  main  en¬ 
campment  of  Black  Hawk's  party  in  Wisconsin. 
By  that  time  Indian  scouts  had  reported  that  a 
large  army  was  on  the  march,  and  the  rest  of 
Black  Hawk's  "campaign"  was  devoted  to  es¬ 
caping  across  Wisconsin  to  Iowa  with  the 
women  and  children  who  had  followed  him  to 
Illinois  in  the  spring. 

The  independent  Spy  Corps  of  Captain  Joseph 
M.  Early  was  ordered  on  June  25  from  Dixon 
on  an  all-night  march  to  Kellogg's  Grove  and 
shortly  after  sunrise  a  member  of  the  Corps, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  helped  bury  the  dead. 

First  Permanent  Settlement:  The  year  after  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  William  Waddams,  the  first 
permanent  settler  in  the  county,  made  his  home 
just  to  the  west  of  the  park.  This  home  still 
stands  and  for  years  the  road  in  front  of  the 
home  was  the  principal  east-west  highway 
across  northern  Illinois.  A  small  community 
grew  up  here  and  extended  east  into  the  park 
area. 


FACILITIES 


Picnicking:  Several  picnic  sites  accommodating 
individuals,  as  well  as  larger  groups,  are  scatter¬ 
ed  throughout  the  area.  Two  picnic  shelters 
with  electricity  are  also  available. 


Camping:  Campsites  are  available  in  designated 
areas  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  They 
cannot  be  "saved"  or  "reserved"  for  yourself 
or  friends.  There  is  a  limit  of  one  camping  unit 
and  a  maximum  of  four  people  or  one  family 
per  campsite. 


Hickory  Hill  Campground:  Primarily  suited  for 
recreational  vehicles,  this  area  has  160  sites 
with  gravel  pads,  electricity  and  water.  There 
are  also  20  sites  without  electricity  situated 
under  mature  hickory  trees.  A  modern  utility 
building  with  flush  toilets  and  showers,  and  a 
trailer  dumping  station  is  available  from  May  1 
to  November  1,  weather  permitting. 

Pine  Ridge  Campground:  Popular  with  the 
more  primitive  camper,  the  area  has  25  sites 
with  pit  type  toilets  and  water.  An  open  area, 
with  few  mature  trees,  it  is  popular  because  of 
its  close  proximity  to  the  concession  stand  and 
the  lake.  Showers  are  available  in  the  Hickory 
Hill  Campground. 


Big  Buck  Campground:  Available  to  equestrian 
enthusiasts,  vehicular  access  to  the  area  is  via 
county  roads  bordering  the  park. 


Fishing  and  Boating:  The  lake  was  first  opened 
to  fishing  in  1957.  Since  then  a  variety  of  fish¬ 
eries  management  techniques  such  as  annual 
stocking,  habitat  construction  and  aeration 
have  been  employed  to  provide  optimum  fish¬ 
ing  conditions.  The  species  of  fish  in  the  lake 
are  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish, 
channel  catfish,  bullhead,  northern  pike  and  a 
small  number  of  walleye.  Regulations  govern¬ 
ing  catch  limits  and  sizes  of  fish  are  strictly  en¬ 
forced.  A  launching  ramp  and  rental  boats  are 
available.  Only  electric  motors  are  allowed. 


Trails:  Seven  miles  of  marked  trails  are  avail¬ 
able  to  the  hiker,  cross-country  skier  and  eques¬ 
trian  enthusiast.  A  self-guided  nature  trail  run¬ 
ning  parallel  to  Waddams  Creek  is  a  favorite  of 
those  interested  in  nature  study. 


Winter  Sports:  Sledding  on  the  rolling  hills  sur¬ 
rounding  the  lake  is  a  popular  winter  pastime. 
Ice  skating,  ice  fishing  and  cross-country  skiing 
are  also  enjoyed.  Aeration  of  the  lake  produces 
open  water  and  thin  ice  conditions.  Please  keep 
a  safe  distance  from  these  areas. 


Concession  Stand:  For  your  convenience  the 
stand  has  camping  supplies,  firewood  and  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  sandwiches.  Boat  or  canoe  rental,  fishing 
supplies  and  bait  are  available  for  the  fisher¬ 
man.  Cross-country  skis  can  be  rented  on  week¬ 
ends  if  snow  conditions  are  adequate. 


For  Your  Information. .  . 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from 
the  site  superintendent  has  been  obtained  to 
use  the  facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors 
must  have  adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one 
responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group 
of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodging  facilities  and  din¬ 
ing  rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois 
Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette,  Giant 
City  and  White  Pines  Forest.  Reservations  for 
lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year's  Day.  This  area 
is  open  to  visitors  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  from 
March  16  to  November  14.  From  November  15 
to  March  15  the  park  will  be  open  from  8  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.  When  weather  conditions  necessitate 
the  closing  of  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing 
periods,  access  to  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 


For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  Lake  Le-Aqua-Na  State  Park, 
8542  N.  Lake  Road,  Lena,  61048,  phone  815/ 
369-4282.  For  information  on  other  Illinois 
recreational  areas,  write  the  Department  of 
Conservation,  Land  and  Historic  Sites  Division, 
Lincoln  Towers  Plaza,  524  S.  Second  Street, 
Springfield,  62706. 
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